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THE PARISH CHURCH

Undoubtedly , the most conspicuous edifice in Mellieha
is the Parish Church as it is perched on a cliff above
one of the many valleys that converge on Mellieha
Bay. Completed in 1898, it took stonemasons over
seventeen years to build this temple. Constructed in
diverse architectural styles, the steeples, built twenty
years after the completion of the Chruch structure,
dominate over the whole panorama. This temple was
built out of hard and lasting stone purposely brought
to the site from L-Ahrax, a place well known for the
endurance of Its stone. It was chiselled out of the
Upper Coraline Limestone, a whitish block whose
surface outside mellows to a reddish hue but its whitish
core inside is so beautiful that it lights the whole
church in radiant white light so that it creates various
shades and hues that make Mellieha Parish Church
architecturally unique. The Parish Church is also enriched
by a variety of artistic works not just statues but also
paintings by famous artists . The Parish Church is
dedicated to the Birth of the Virgin Mary, whose feast
is celebrated every year by the whole community of
Mellieha, on the 8th of September.
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THE SANCTUARY OF OUR LADY OF MELLIEHA

The Sanctuary has been a place of veneration and
devotion throughout the ages. It has been and still is
a Symbol of Faith for all Maltese. The principal Chapel
of the Sanctuary lies in a cave where the altar painting
shows the images of Our Lady and Baby Jesus. This
ancient painting came to light again in 1972 when it
was being cleaned. Nobody knows who had painted
this original imagﬁ but researchers believe that it dates
back to the twelfth or thirteenth century. It is recognised
as the most ancient painting of the Madonna on the
Maltese Islands. Over the years the Sanctuary was built
around the cave as it stands today for the benefit of
pilgrims who come from all parts of the archipelago.
On his visit in 1990, His Holiness Pope John Paul Il
came to pray in this Sanctuary and confirmed it as the
most ancient Marian location in Malta. Previously, the
Image of the Madonna had been crowned by Papal
Decree on the 24th of September1899. On the fourth
Sunday of September of every year the Parish of
Mellieha commemorates this special occasion.

The Sanctuary is open for visiting at the following
times:

Summer: 0800hrs - 1200hrs
1700hrs - 1900hrs
Winter: 0800hrs - 1200hrs

1600hrs - 1800hrs
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