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SELMUN HAMLET AND SELMUN PALACE

On the southern part, a few minutes away from
Mellieha, there is a small hamlet called Selmun which
is part of the town. It consists mainly of old
farmhouses as this area is considered as a very
fertile agricultural land. Its population is very small.
At the far end there are still the remains of a huge
building which was a very important fortress built
during Warld War Il known as Fort Campbell. Selmun
enjoys fantastic views of Comino and Gozo, St.Paul's
Bay and the open seas. A large hotel is built by the
side of Selmun Palace.

Selmun Palace, is built on the top of Selmun hill. It
dominates the surrounding area. Towards the end
of the eighteenth centry, one of the Knights of St
John built this palace as his holiday residence but
it was equally a fortress.

Photo: Micheal Cauchi

WAR SHELTERS

During the initial years of World War Il that ended in
1945 a series of shelters were hewn in solid rock to
provide shelter for the people. The largest of these
shelters was devolved to the Mellieha Local Council
by the central government. This shelter has been
reopened as a museum depicting the wartime
experience of Mellieha residents and hundreds of
refugees who came from other towns and villages. The
Local Council has assigned the day to day running of
this place to the Maria Bambina Choral and Orchestral
Society, who are responsible for the management,
development and upkeep of this museum.

Opening hours Mon to Sat: 09.00 - 15.30
Telephone: 79521970

Website: http:/ /shelters.mellieha.info
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CAVES AND CORBELLED HUTS

The valleys in the Mellieha district are honeycombed
with natural caves which throughout the ages have
served as dwelling places, hideouts during pirate
attacks, shelters against air attacks during World
War I, animal breeding places and also as stores for
the farmers.

Scattered here and there in the Mellieha countryside
one also comes across low, round or square rooms
built of stone with a low doorway. These are the dry
stone corbelled huts or “Giren" built solely with
unmortared rubble right up to the circular ceiling.
These provided shelter during the hot or cold seasons
for the farmers who also used them as stores for
their tools.
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FORTIFICATIONS

During the 17th century the Knights built 3 towers in
the north-west part of Malta around Mellieha to guard
against any corsair attacks. Then, towards the beginning
of the 18th century, it was felt necessary to build a
series of fortifications around the most vulnerable
coastal places in the Mellieha district. Six batteries
with cannons, five redoubts and two lengths of wall
defences were built around 1715. One can still visit
two of the towers, four of the batteries and one redoubt.

During the British period, around 1900, defensive
infantry lines were built on Mellieha Ridge facing
northwards to guard against any landing. Just before
World War Il Fort Campbell was built near Selmun as
a shore battery while Mellieha Fort was built at the top
of Mellieha hill to serve as an Observation Post. Several
beach posts were built all around the easily accessible
shore together with well hidden pillboxes to hinder
the landing of any possible invading force during the
war.



