HISTORIC/

ATTRACTIONS

Places of Interest

SAINT AGATHA FORTRESS OR THE RED
TOWER

Perched on top of the ridge overlooking Mellieha Bay
or Ghadira one finds the 17th century St. Agatha
Tower built by Grand Master Lascaris in 1647, This
tower had a dual purpose, to guard the Mellieha
coastline and to relay messages to Mdina and Valletta
in case of an enemy attack and also to serve as an
outlying fortress for the Mellieha district. It has been
recently restored and a visit to it is a must. From
there one can also enjoy the lovely panoramic view
of several valleys, the Nature Reserve in Ghadira,
Mellieha Bay, the islands of Comino and Gozo and
the surrounding sea.

Visiting Hours: Mon to Sun: 10.00-16.00
Telephone: 994607591

POPEYE VILLAGE

This place is built above a small but very picturesque
bay which is referred to by the locals as Anchor Bay.
The name of the bay derives from the many anchors
used for the traditional Tuna fishing .This bay was
the base for this old fishing industry. In the early
seventies this spot was chosen as the place for the
film set for shooting the film Popeye; the main part
of which was performed by the famous Robin
Williams. Since its construction as an old village for
the film set, the place kept the name ‘Popeye
village'.The film set is well preserved and it is open
to the general public.

For more information please call on

Tel: 21570580 or Fax: 21524780,

THE MELLIEHA FRESH WATER SPRING

Forking off Marfa road just beneath the ‘S’ bend a
few metres down from Mellieha Sanctuary, one finds
a narrow track leading to a natural fresh water spring.
This was used by all village inhabitants. The water
was collected in separate water-troughs and they
carried it either themselves or their farm animals.
Up to the 1930's the Mellieha womenfolk used to
wash clothes using this water while farmers used
the spring water for their animals.

MANIKATA

The small village of Manikata falls under the
jurisdiction of the Mellieha Local Council, though it
is a parish in its own right. It is a very picturesque
village of about 400 inhabitants overlooking a very
fertile agricultural valley. It boasts of a very modern
Church and also a seaside resort comprising of a
five star hotel overlooking nearby Golden Bay. Itis
about 4km away from Mellieha and can be reached
by public transport.
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