SPIRITUAL & SOCIAL EVENTS

The Mellieha Town Feast
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he most important occasion in the town's
T annual calendar of events, is undoubtedly
the day when the whole community comes together
to celebrate the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. As in other towns and villages around
Malta, the annual 'festa’ has great significance in
the lives of the people of Mellieha, and it is an integral
part of thelr heritage and culture. It |s celebrated

on the 8th of September

This is a religious feast in origin and in essence, and
the spiritual side of it remains the primary element
in the celebrations. However, the feast is also an
important social occasion and the spiritual and the
social aspects complement and indeed support each
other.

16

This brief description
tries to give a first
glimpse and taste of the
feast but the true spirit
and relevance of these
festivities can only be

caught by those who join

The festivities happen over a number of days with the
climax being reached on the actual feast day itself.,
On that day , important Church functions culminate
in the most awaited moment of all when the statue
of the Infam Holy Mary, 'Maria Bambina', is carried in
procession through the village streets beautifully
decorated for the occasion. The origin of this procession
goes back |50 years and the only break in this great
tradition has been for a few odd years during World
War Il

The social aspect of the feast is catered for primarily
by the lecal musical societies, the local orchestra
and the pyrotechnic and outdoor decorations
committees. The musical societies hold band marches
along the ditferent streets and concerts in the Parish
Sguare. Besides the local bands , other bands from



